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On the State of Education in the Inner Ward of St. George's Parish, 
Hanover Square. By the Rev. E. Wyatt Edgei.l. 

(The Inquiry was made by the Writer, that its results might accompany the 
preceding.) 

In this district there are 1,390 children attending charity day schools : 
besides which there are children to the amount of 600 (more or less) 
who attend Sunday schools only. And there are 792 who are at private 
schools of various kinds, besides 95 boys at the Diocesan School. 

Charity Day Schools. 

There are 1,390 children in 7 schools of this description, viz. : — 

In the national schools 275 boys, 17S girls. 

In Miss S. Gower's school 25 girls. 

In two Church infant schools 520 children. 

In two Dissenting infant schools (one of which is partly a British 

and Foreign school), 253 children. 
In a Roman Catholic school 142 children. 

Of the aggregate number there are — boys, 742; girls, 648. The 
general average attendance is said to be not more than three-fourths 
of the whole number. On this last point, however, the teachers' infor- 
mation was very vague. 

The national and one of the infant schools above mentioned as be- 
longing to the church, are as good as any of the kind which I have seen. 
The Farm-street infant school is a very fair one, conducted by an able 
master. This master is a dissenter, although it is not a dissenting 
school. The dissenting school at Oxford-buildings combines the British 
and Foreign with the infant system : it is wretchedly dirty, and the 
children are the most unhealthy looking that I have seen in any part 
of London; but it is conducted with ability. The Roman Catholic 
school was instituted but lately, and in opposition to the last-mentioned 
one, in order to prevent its drawing away the children of the Irish who 
frequent Oxford market. It is a very poor school. 

Sunday Schools. 

Of Sunday schools, there are only 7 in this district ; 6 belonging to 
evangelical dissenters, and 1 to Roman Catholics. But in considering the 
Sunday schools of the district, it must be borne in mind, that the 
National and Church infant schools collect their children on Sundays 
previously to the services ; and they may therefore be considered as 
virtually Sunday schools ; indeed, the infant schools admit scholars on 
Sundays, who do not attend on week days, to the amount of 20 or 25, 
and this system is increasing. 

The Sunday schools, strictly so called, (*'. e., schools having voluntary 
teachers, who attend in the morning and afternoon, and take their 
several classes), are confined to the evangelical dissenters. The best 
specimen I have ever witnessed of this kind of school is at Robert- 
street chapel. It has 250 children on the books, and an average attend- 
ance of 220 ; the sexes being equal. The children are as well clothed 
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as at a gentleman's school ; each class has a young man or woman as 
teacher ; and the two elder classes, containing 40 almost adults, are 
under the superintendent. The Sunday school at Farm-street is of the 
same kind ; but the locality is not so good, and the children are poorer. 
The evening school at Oxford-buildings is chiefly composed of young 
men, from 15 to 20 years of age, and some quite adults. The other 
schools are smaller, but they have all the same advantage of voluntary 
teachers. 

The whole number of children attending the Sunday schools is as 
follows : — 

At schools of Evangelical dissenters .... 665 
At a small Roman Catholic Sunday school . . 12 
Sunday scholars only, at the church schools . . 25 

702 



It is impossible to ascertain how many of the scholars in dissenters' 
Sunday schools attend day schools also ; but, looking to the small number 
of dissenting charity day schools, I should think that we might reckon 
600 as the total sum of Sunday scholars only. 

Private Schools. 

The children who attend private schools of all kinds in this district, 
besides the 95 boys at the Diocesan school, are 792 ; they may be classed 
as follows : — 





Boys. 


Girls. 


Total. 


At common and middling day schools 


63 
240 


116 

353 

20 


179 

593 

20 




303 


489 


792 



The above are all the children who attend any private schools within 
the district. They are all day scholars. There is no boarding school in 
the district ; nor any school, except the one noticed as containing 20 
girls, which can be said to have children above the rank of middling 
tradespeople. 

1. Dames' Schools. 

The 179 dames' scholars are contained in 12 schools of very different 
number, some having 24, others only 7 scholars. 

And it is somewhat singular that the largest dames' schools should 
be situated in the immediate neighbourhood of George-street and South 
Audley-street infant schools. Upon the whole, however, the dames' 
scholars bear but a small proportion to the charity scholars (only 1 to 8) ; 
and one can hardly grudge them this share which they have in the 
instruction of the rising generation ; for they are for the most part re- 
spectable decent women, and seem to take great care of their scholars. 
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Three of the dames belong to the church ; seven are dissenters. I 
could not ascertain what the other two were. Five or six professed to 
be religious characters. 

Their standard of instruction is not very high, as may be supposed, 
but the children pay Qd. per week for it on the average ; the lowest charge 
being 4rf., the highest lOd. None attempt writing or arithmetic. 

2. Common and Middling Day Schools. 

The children in common and middling day schools amount to 593. 
The nature of their education will be understood best by the following 
classification : — 

(1.) Boys amount to 240. 

(a.) There are 180 boys who attend boys' schools, i. e., schools con- 
ducted by masters, and containing boys only, without any admixture of 
girls. The charge for each boy's schooling varies* from 21. to 15s. per 
quarter ; but owing to the master's profit upon books, &c, the real 
charge is much more than this. 

I apprehend that the education of -these boys is confined to reading, 
writing, and arithmetic, almost exclusively ; the only exceptions which I 
could learn heing, that in one school, there were six boys taking lessons 
in French ; in another, there was instruction in drawing ; and in a 
third, (which contained only 12 boys) the master professed to teach 
classics, &c. ; but I did not understand that any boys were actually 
learning them. 

In private boys' day schools it would not be fair to expect much, if 
any, religious and moral instruction. When the question was put to the 
masters, however, they generally said that they considered it part of 
their duty to look to this matter. They are all of the church. 

(&.) There are 60 little boys attending common day schools kept by 
females. These are infants under seven years of age, generally accom- 
panying their sisters. 

(2.) Girls attending common and middling day schools amount to 
353. These are contained in 21 schools, all kept by females. 

The amount of their education is as follows : — 

Girls learning French 55 

,, music 59 

, , writing and arithmetic .... 205 

, , only reading and spelling . . . 148 

It would be interesting if we could ascertain from what class of 
society the children here enumerated as attending the private schools 
come ; especially if we could know who are the 59 young ladies learning 
music, and the 55 learning French. But such information was very 
difficult to obtain, and when obtained, could not be depended on. 

Several mistresses have informed me that butchers and public-house 
keepers were their best customers : such persons being generally anxious 
to have their daughters well educated ; and, moreover, being punctual in 
their payments, and generally long resident in one spot. Usually, how- 
ever, the masters or mistresses, when questioned on this subject, merely 

* I could only ascertain the charge in 3 schools out of the 6. The roasters were 
very unwilling to communicate information. 
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answer that their " school is very select," in a manner which shows they 
are suspicious of one's meaning. Upon the whole, judging from 
appearances, I should say, that the 353 girls, and 180 boys here 
described as common and middling day scholars were the children of 
superior mechanics, and of the middling, but not the higher class of 
shopkeepers. 

In the 9 schools which I have called "common day,'' there are 203 
girls, paying each on the average 10*. 6d. per quarter. In the 12 which 
I have called "middling day," there are 150 girls, paying each 19s. per 
quarter. Both these sums are exclusive of extras. 

The mistresses of these private schools are, what might be expected, 
well informed young women. They are all of the Established Church. 

3. Superior Schools. 

There is one school of a superior description to any above noticed. 
It is the only superior school in the district. I do not know of anything 
worthy of remark in it, unless it be the circumstance, that amongst all 
the list of accomplishments which they profess to teach, I do not see 
any mention of dancing. It established a remark made to me by a 
middling school-mistress, that dancing is much less common than 
formerly. 

General List of Schools. 



I Infant 
* I For older children . 



Charity Schools, 
Belonging to Church 

to Dissenters jg^ & ^^ 

Roman 
Catholics 



Schools. 



to Roman } D0) &British& Foreign 



Sunday Scholars only. 
Belonging to Church .... 
, , to Dissenters (about) 
, , to Romanists . . 



Private Schools. 

Diocesan School 

Boys' schools 

/-,-,, , , (Common day . , 
Girls schools | Middling da ^ t 

Dames' schools 

Superior school 



Total 



Scholars. 



Boys. 



298 

•275 

75 

52 

42 



742 



Sexes 
equ 



about 
al. 



1 

6 
12 

9 
12 

1 

41 
55 



95 
180 
42 
18 
63 



398 



Girls. 



222 

200 

75 

51 

100 



648 



203 

150 

116 

20 

489 



Total. 



520 
375 
150 
103 

142 



1,390 



563 
12 



600 



95 
180 
245 
168 
179 

20 

887 
2,969 



